TIGLATHPILESER III AND SHALMANESER IV.   131

victory was almost magical From nearly the
entire land of Arabia even as far south as the
kingdom of the Sabaeans deputations came bearing
costly gifts for Tiglathpileser. This expedition
produced little of permanent value for the Assyr-
ian empire, but was for the time, at least, a means
of adding to the imperial income. At the same
time tribute was received from Ashkelon, as a sign
that that hardy little state desired good relations
with the conqueror.

At last, about the end of 732, Damascus fell
into the hands of Tiglathpileser III, and the Lust
hope of the west was gone. Rezin was killed by
his conqueror.1 Tiglathpileser sat up his throne
in the city which had so long and so bravely,
although with so much unwisdom, withstood him
and his predecessors. "Well might he make merry
within its walls, and receive royal honors and im-
perial homage at the end of so long and bitter a
struggle. Ahaz of Judah came and visited him
there, paying honor to the foreign conqueror who
had indeed saved him from Syria and Israel, but
whose people could never rest satisfied while Ju-
dah was only a tribute-paying dependency and not
actually a part of the empire. It is probable that
other princes also paid him honor here, as they
had done before. Tiglathpileser had no need to
invade the west again. He had carried the bor-

1 2 Kings xvi, 9    A broken tablet alluding to the death of Ressin was
discovered by Sir Henry Rawlmsori (" Assyrian Discovery,"
3862, ii, p. 246), but it has since disappeared.